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Aims and acknowledgements  
This report summarises a one-day conference held in Trinity College Dublin with a fieldtrip to South Dublin 

Bay shores on May 8th 2016. Presentations, power points, links to video clips and fieldtrip notes are 

provided. The proceedings are produced for dissemination and action. Please help us accomplish both.   

Conference and Coastwatch work on seaweed resources, long term goals:  
1. People in Ireland to be aware of and ready to cherish and protect the full range of seaweeds 

and ecosystem services which seaweeds provide.  

2. To have the best possible economic and social return from seaweeds and other marine 

resources (wild and aquaculture) without jeopardising ecological sustainability.  

3. Place Ireland in a best practise category on implementing marine law and policy.   

 

This conference and the February 2016 workshop Coastwatch held jointly with NUIG and TCD 

focussing on UN guidance on traditional fisheries and harvesters with Dr Rebecca Metzner are 

small steps on the way to reaching those long-term goals.  

 

The objectives for the Conference were to bring a range of stakeholders together to 

- Share information on seaweed value, threat and management- from US keynote address  to 

local harvesters (session 1) 

- Examine what law applies to seaweed protection, harvesting and harvesters (session 2) 

- Discuss traditions of seaweed use and harvesting as cultural  and health context (session3)  

- Agree on priority needs and actions, starting with the 14 point draft list prepared by 

Coastwatch. These points were derived from knowledge of EU law and policy to be 

implemented, research and recommendations of other bodies (especially the NPWS kelp study 

- http://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM17.pdf and the Dáil Environment committee 2015 

reporthttp://www.google.ie/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiD6eCQiebMAhXrDcAKHZlvDJkQFggb

MAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.oireachtas.ie%2Fparliament%2Fmedia%2Fseaweed-report-15.docx&usg=AFQjCNH-

NAp6L0Qu3MIIcYmE4Gl65cEGIg&bvm=bv.122448493,d.ZGg 
- Enjoy and learn/get trained up in WFD monitoring in a fieldtrip to a fine seaweed site  

Acknowledgements  
Our sincere gratitude to all speakers who agreed to come together at short notice from the US, Brussels 

and the far corners of the island of Ireland to share their expertise and time gratis. The effort and research 

behind these excellent presentations was evident and really appreciated during the conference and 

field trip. We also warmly thank the three chairpersons who had prepared so carefully, introduced and 

summarised sessions. They made a diverse group of delegates feel comfortable, exchange information 

freely and focus on tackling issues presented. The time keeping and the ease with which they changed 

languages and outcomes are a credit to all. Fieldtrip leaders made the day providing factual 

information, demonstrating and telling stories that reached everyone.   

Our gratitude to Prof Brian Broderick for welcoming us so warmly and Trinity College Dublin for hosting the 

event. We acknowledge part sponsorship from the biodiversity budget provided by the NPWS and the 

patients of our printers SNAP and their pen sponsorship.  

All Coastwatchers worked gratis on planning and organising this event. We specially thank: Rana Rasouli 

for social media, Conor Pyle for website update, Roselyn Shaw for helping in fieldwork preparation and 

Michael Walsh for edits and support on the day, Rory Keatinge for support on the day and Melissa Berry 

for research on briefing papers. Paper II was greatly aided by scientific literature review and input from Dr 

Robin Hadlock Seeley.  

Last but not least a big thank you to participants from all corners of this island for taking the time off and 

active participation.  We especially welcome the new independent TD Catherine Connolly and  Dun 

Laoghaire Cllr. Mary Fayne who both spoke up to say they would try to raise  points and awareness in Dail 

and Council respectively.  

Coastwatch wishes to acknowledge a 600 euro grant towards the conference from the successful bid for 

government biodiversity fund administrated through IEN and use of DELG eNGO core funding to cover 

overheads and many speakers and chairs for covering their own travel cost. 

 

Karin Dubsky and Marinella Pellé  

Core event Organisers  
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Conference Summary 
 

 

 

The conference was opened by Prof. Brian Broderick, 

head of Department, Civil Struct & Env. Eng. who 

welcomed speakers from the US and European 

Commission  - Dr Robin Hadlock Seeley and Richard 

Bates respectively – and delegates from Ireland North 

and South.  He noted the department‟s wide 

environmental engineering scope on land, air and 

water quality issues and his support for the 

Coastwatch work. He then attended the keynote 

address and later summed it up as „fascinating‟.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karin Dubsky, Coastwatch coordinator thanked her 

head of department, speakers, chairs and delegates 

for gathering and contributing at short notice. She 

explained that a pooling of knowledge and action 

were urgent and with two keynote speakers available 

the team decided to pull it together. She set out 

conference background, aims and objectives before 

welcoming Dr. Micheal O Cinneide, director of the 

EPA, as chair of the first session.  
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1. SESSION 1: Seaweed Values, Threats and Management 
Chair: Dr. Micheál Ó Cinnéide, Director EPA 

 
 

 

Dr. Robin Hadlock Seeley from Cornell University 

gave the keynote address, first focussing on the 

ecological values of seaweed, brought to life in 

short underwater video clips taken when diving 

through 2 meter high Knotted wrack „wild seaweed 

forest‟ in Maine.  It included shoals of juvenile fish 

and lobster appearing at night in the foreshore..  In 

part 2 of her presentation she showed clips of rake 

and suction cutter harvesting techniques for 

knotted wrack (Ascophyllum). Short to medium term 

impacts of harvesting and risks were outlined. 

 

She noted the difference between biomass 

sustainability – where after cutting you may get re-

growth of biomass in three or four years; and ecological sustainability – i.e. 

maintaining the whole 3 D underwater structure of the seaweed forest and the 

many species who use its ecological services .  The main impact and risk of 

intense harvesting is habitat change – like the transiotion on a high canopy 

woodland trees to a cut hedge.  

    

A Panel Discussion with short input 

statements  followed.  

Maieread Ni Oistin from Údarás 

highlighted the language, culture and 

traditional harvesting interplay and her 

support for traditional harvesters. She 

noted Údarás has no role in licensing 

activities but can give grants and support 

for activities in the Gaeltacht areas.  

Julie Staines from Rathlin island (NI) noted 

that there was room for aquaculture and 

that on Rathlin island, a biodiversity hotspot AND Natura 2000 site, there is small 

scale rope seaweed aquaculture but no wild seaweed harvest licenses or 

unlicensed commercial effort.  

Sean O Chonghaola (or John Bhaba Jeaic O Chonghaola, as introduced by 

Micheal) set out how as a traditional seaweed harvester from Connemara his 

grandfather had been a seaweed harvester and taught the next generation 

and him. The news that their processing plant „Arramara‟ which they had 

supplied with their hand harvested seaweed for generations had been sold to 

a Canadian company had met with concern. Subsequent rumours of a 

foreshore license application to span the coast of several counties raised 

alarm and had galvanised harvester to come together for the first time. He 

said he could speak in their name expressing their opposition to a large scale 

licence and need for government to clarify where they stood.  

His simple statement: „If you take my seaweed rights away you would take my 

identity. It’s like taking my language’ was picked up by several participants 
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later.  In discussion Jim Keogh from Arramara noted that no license had been 

granted and local stakeholders would be taken into account. However others 

questioned whether that covered only those with foreshore rights set out in 

folios, or also those with traditional harvesting rights obtained through 

continuous use of a shore.  

 

The Chairman summarised the session and noted how we must learn from the 

past including the peat resource management problems. He recalled an early 

salmon aquaculture example where production targets based on demand 

rather than ecosystem and resource were set and consequent problems. „We 

need to be cautious when developing the seaweed industry to avoid over 

exploitation and ensure ecological sustainability’.   

 

SESSION II: Law for seaweed ecosystems, consumers, 

traditional harvesters 
Chair: Prof. Ronan Long, Jean Monnet Chair, European Law NUIG 

 

Introducing the second session, Prof. Ronan Long noted foreshore rights go 

back to Roman law and have evolved in statute and case 

law.   

Italian Coastwatcher Marinella Pellé presented the 

Coastwatch draft legal overview of international and EU 

legislation relevant to wild seaweed ecosystem protection 

and harvesting. She concluded that there is a good body 

of international guidance, such as the recent UN VGRGT 

and law, which should be applied.  Some key Irish national 

legislation should be amended and 

better enforced. Regarding 

amendments, it is urgent that the 

Foreshore Act be updated. Among 

amendments, she highlighted that it should comply with 

the Aarhus convention on access to information, public 

participation and access to justice.  John Wilde Crosbie, BL 

who had provided much guidance to the legal draft later 

responded to audience questions.  The issue of seaweed 

rights and who had powers to enforce which law 

dominated. These issues were taken up in the Workgroup 

break out session.  

 

 

Richard Bates, European Commission, DG Mare 

focussed on the „leaf‟ EC organic label, which can be 

carried by both aquaculture and wild harvest 

seaweed foods (not derived products), which are 

certified. He pointed out that as an EC Regulations 

(834/2007 and 710/2009) apply directly, we don‟t 

have to wait for transposition into national law for 

certification bodies to assess applications or 

government to ensure compliance. The beauty of 

these Regulations is that they set out to protect the 

seaweed ecosystem, not just biomass, give incentive 
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for citizens and authorities to have High Environmental Standards of waters as 

defined by the Water Framework Directive (WFD). This is a requirement of the 

organic label sourced seaweed and gives a Europe wide label which is quality 

assured by both EU and national authorities. Richard Bates also set the 

regulation into the wider context of the Atlantic Action Plan and the new EU 

Bioeconomy strategy. 

 

 

 

The meeting then broke into 3 parallel groups:  

 

Group 1:  Dr Robert Wilkes, EPA Ecological 

Monitoring and Assessment Unit, introduced use of 

seaweed for Transitional and Coastal water 

monitoring under the WFD. He first put it in context 

noting that national agencies were undertaking 

analysis of seaweed (macro algal) composition 

and abundance, seagrass (angiosperm) 

composition and abundance and plankton. For 

our waters monitoring tools are still being 

developed and refined jointly by the UK and 

Ireland. The ones currently used focus on rocky 

shore species richness and the summer green 

seaweed carpets on mudflats or in scientific terms: „Opportunistic Macroalgal 

Blooms‟. His group then examined four draft action points prepared by 

Coastwatch and concluded that research was the most urgent of these, 

followed by protection on the ground for Natura 2000 sites. 

 

Group 2: Karin Dubsky Coastwatch coordinator, discussed access to 

information, public participation, education training and citizen science.  

Information:  Several group members noted that the keynote address in the 

morning had been an eye opener on seaweed ecosystem information - both 

about standing crop and washed up seaweeds. This should be widely 

disseminated by Coastwatch and others. There should also be clarity what 

harvest or seaweed removal requires what permit. Some information was 

relevant to Tidy Towns and Blue Flag Beaches.  

 

The group felt that at present seaweed science and rights information is 

difficult to come by at all levels causing a problem for authorities, harvesters 

and citizens. No one had an overview, with many research results not 

published and located in companies, universities and state bodies. To improve 

the overview and knowledge, group participants proposed the establishment 

of a central seaweed data bank where all research and law guidance should 

be stored. This could be linked to the marine atlas or other environmental data 

bank was should be easy to access.  

 

Education on seaweed keystone habitat values, identification, healthy 

diversity and signs of trouble like increase in opportunistic species were agreed 

as important education which should be provided for schools and in training 

courses as the number of seaweed foragers is increasing.  
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Training courses to teach basic seaweed ecosystem knowledge, how to 

harvest and to avoid over exploitation; location and respect for marine 

protected areas, nature and ownership law were all considered essential for 

new harvesters. The Coastwatch seaweed knowledge passport action point 

was endorsed.  

 

Regarding education seashore ecology fieldtrips and education initiatives 

include more seaweed information now and there are great offers as well as 

printed materials including the Heritage Council leaflet and a school 

education module which one group member used but others were not aware 

of.  Again it was highlighted that materials were produced by many bodies, 

often once off with no one place where materials were logged or available. It 

was concluded that educational seaweed resources should be listed in the 

data bank mentioned above.  

 

 

Group 3: facilitated by John Wilde Crosbie, BL addressed traditional users‟ rights 

with participants asking John to clarify the law on traditional harvester‟s rights.  

He explained that traditional harvesters can register their claim to an area of 

foreshore used by them for given periods of time depending on circumstances 

set out in the Land and Conveyancing Act (2009). Section 35, „Acquisition of 

easements and profits à prendre by prescription‟ establishes these rights. Proof 

of use of the area has to be provided and can include people‟s memories. 

Form 68 is used to make the claim and is available on the Property Registration 

Authority website. While he outlined the position he did caution that he was not 

aware of any case study of applying the act for seaweed harvest claims yet. It 

was concluded that citizens affected should be able to avail of information 

about rights registration procedures in both the land registry and coastal citizen 

advise bureaus. A layman‟s guide to the legislation is needed to clearly set out 

how to go about registration of traditional rights. The Draft Coastwatch action 

point on rights should state that the Land registry should be formally requested 

to issue practice directions which deal directly with foreshore rights and with 

seaweed harvesting rights registration.  

It was clarified that foreshore licenses were not required up to now for small 

traditional harvesters and some who asked for a license were told they did not 

need one.  Regarding ownership and rights the Marine area and foreshore 

(amendment) Bill should define what exactly wild seaweed harvesting is - 

fishery or beach material, the removal of which is prohibited by the act. It 

should also review the seaward limit of the functional area of County Councils 

and clarify Land Registry operations on the foreshore.  

Finally the Group touched on access to information and the license application 

position of the seaweed processing company Arramara, which had been 

purchased in 2014 by Canadian company Acadian Seaplants.  Participants 

noted that no detail of this „pre-application‟ was available to the public on the 

government website.  Jim Keogh, Europe Director of Arramara told the group 

that Arramara is fully respecting traditional harvesters rights and would like its 

pre-application for a foreshore license to be published.  
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SESSION III: Resource harvesting, monitoring and control - 

from historic to today.  
Chair: Sinead O Brien, SWAN Coordinator 

 
After delegates gave priorities for action points prepared by Coastwatch (see 

page 11), three speakers focused on seaweed harvesting and uses.  

 
Seagh Mac Siurdain, historian and community 

organiser    introduced his own East coast experience 

of storm cast seaweed collected from Dundalk Bay for 

garden use and West coast sleabhac (Nori), 

carrageen and dilleasc harvesting.  He provided an 

overview of seaweed harvesting from historic records 

to the Free State and the setting up of a Seaweed 

Forum whose deliberations were published in 2001.  

Today most of these are still relevant including the 

need for training and recent training course. He noted: “The National 

Seaweed Forum Report was published in 2001. It is time, and past time, to 

implement its findings.” 

 

Evan Talty, from Wild Irish Seaweed Veg gave a 

presentation of its family and local community co-op 

style business in seaweed harvesting and processing. 

He explained how important it is to ensure harvesting is 

conducted traditionally suited to the area, manually 

and in a sustainable way by trained local harvesters. 

Considering the increasing market demand for 

seaweed, Evan suggested that this represents an 

opportunity for Ireland and for its people but required 

training and support. Ecotourism opportunities were 

opening to those in certain areas e.g. on the Wild 

Atlantic Way. He outlined some valuable small scale 

support he availed of from Enterprise Ireland.  

 

 

 

The last but energising presentation came from 

Dr. Prannie Rhatigan, author. She presented the 

importance of elements in seaweed for our 

wellbeing, due to its nutritional and medical 

properties e.g. antioxidant property of certain 

seaweed species. Seaweed has represented 

traditional food for coastal people since 

ancient times and is part of our cultural 

heritage. Her recommendation was: “A small 

amount of wide variety of seaweeds on a daily 

basis”. 

 

  



 

8 COASTWATCH CONFERENCE – OUR SEAWEED RESOURCES 

FIELDTRIP and TRAINING in Dublin UNESCO BIOSPHERE 

 
After the conference 23 participants joined the race to catch low tide on the 

Sandycove  south Dublin Bay shore. Those travelling out by DART lead with Dun 

Laoghaire Cllr Mary Fayne won over lift shares.  A double bill fieldtrip on the shore 

around Joyce‟s Tower was in store: 

 

 

Seaweed assemblages as indicators of water quality:  Dr. Robert Wilkes EPA 

showed how he surveys the shore when recording seaweeds for water 

framework directive (WFD) water quality assessments. One of his reference sites is 

close by. Climbing like an otter over boulders he would record presence of each 

species found directly onto his record table opened on the water proof tablet – 

see his power point presented in Group 1 for detail. While staying in a roughly 25 

by 12 m transect and helped by eager participants 40 species were recorded - 

see list in box. One invasive species grinned out of some mid shore rock pools on 

the side of the site which occasionally experienced pollution and had a poorer 

seaweed cover – the brown Japanese Seaweed Sargassum muticum which is 

now widespread around Ireland and easily identifiable. 
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SEAWEEDS RECORDED AT 

JOYCES TOWER INTERTIDAL 

May 5th 2016 

Ascophyllum nodosum 

Blidingia 

Callophyllis laciniata 

Cladophora rupestris 

Corallina officinalis 

Corallinophycidae 

Delesseria sanguinea 

Dictyota dichotoma 

Dilsea carnosa 

Dumontia contorta 

Ectocarpus 

Elachista fucicola 

Enteromorpha 

Fucus serratus 

Fucus spiralis 

Fucus vesiculosus 

Gelidium 

Halurus flosculosus 

Hildenbrandia rubra 

Laminaria digitata 

Laminaria hyperborea 

Lomentaria articulata 

Mastocarpus stellatus 

Osmundea hybrida 

Osmundea pinnatifida 

Palmaria palmata 

Pelvetia canaliculata 

Phycodrys rubens 

Phyllophora 

Plumaria plumosa 

Polysiphonia 

Polysiphonia fucoides 

Polysiphonia lanosa 

Porphyra  

Ralfsia 

Sargassum muticum 

Scytosiphon lomentaria 

Ulothrix 

Ulva  
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Dr. Prannie Rhatigan had brought her tools including 

scissors and handy shore identification guide 

– http://irishseaweedkitchen.ie - to concentrate on  

about a dozen  edible and medicinal seaweeds 

growing on the site. Her husband John Waters scouted 

for some of the less common species while she 

showed how to cut and how for some seaweeds like 

kelp you would just take a small square inch patch per 

person. Pepper dulse could be nibbled straight from 

the rock on a clean water site and others dried on the 

agar for half an hour to make tasty  seaweed chips.  

She emphasized and echoed what Dr. Seeley had said during the conference 

– seaweeds support loads of shrimps and molluscs and fish. You never pull the 

whole plant off and when you cut you just cut from the tip – leaving the 

majority of the seaweed behind – specific for each species. For kelp you only 

cut a little off the blade, never down to the stipe.  

Participants joined by Gillian 

Mills from Inshore Ireland were 

fascinated and whether 

beginner or advance seashore 

fieldtrip leaders from feedback 

received everyone enjoyed it 

and came away enriched 

(some with wet feet) and all 

full of seaweed information, 

ideas and plans.  

As the tide turned participants 

walked back to land and 

climbed Joyce‟s tower to take 

a last grand view of the site, 

the adjacent 40 foot bathing 

place and the wider Dublin 

Bay Biosphere.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://irishseaweedkitchen.ie/
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Action Points 
 
Conference participants considered prepared action points drafted by the Coastwatch team prior 

to the conference, with input from surveyors around Ireland N and S, as well as seaweed harvesters, 

ecologists, academics and lawyers. The points were discussed and amended on the day as 

explained in note on the process provided in Box below.  

  

 
The Coastwatch Seaweed Conference May 5th 2016 called on government to: 

 
1. Close our waters to mechanical and motorised boat rake methods for wild seaweed 

harvesting. This moratorium is called for as we lack sufficient knowledge of seaweed 

ecosystems, their services and harvest impacts.  

2. Prevent unsustainable harvesting in Natura 2000 sites by setting up a transparent 

appraisal, monitoring and control system with public consultation. Monitor impacts of 

small scale activities so cumulative damage is avoided, with citizen science and 

public participation. Local information and marine N 2000 site management should be 

evident on seaweed harvested N 2000 sites by May 2017. 

3. Set up a Seaweed Protection and Management Forum, tasked to spearhead and 

coordinate information gathering and preparing action.   

4. Publish seaweed license „pre applications‟ on line once lodged, for early public 

comment. Also publish all comments/observations electronically as is the norm with 

planning applications and for good practise and compliance with the Aarhus 

Convention.  

5. Research: produce a national mapped seaweed resource inventory as well as 

supporting seaweed ecosystem research. Identify health/damage indicators building 

on the EPA WFD monitoring protocol. Apply research when deciding on licensing 

harvesting and setting conditions, which allows for early action if impacts are 

recorded. Support research into seaweed aquaculture and development, including 

co-location: like renewable energy infrastructure. 

6. Publish the marine area and foreshore (amendment) Bill before the summer recess 

and provide adequate time for consultation; make any amendments for the common 

good and adopt the new act in 2016.  Include provision for regulating wild resource 

harvest in the new act and define whether seaweed harvesting is fishery or removal of 

beach material and the role of County Councils. 

Box: A note on the Action Points  

The Coastwatch core team first drafted 10 social and environmental action points regarding 

seaweed protection, management and use for government to address. This draft included 

most of the Dáil Environment committee 2014 recommendations (see page 1), traditional 

harvesters‟ and ecologists views sought by the core team.  

The draft was available for comment on the Coastwatch website in February 2016.  A 

Coastwatch workshop held Feb 23rd in cooperation with NUIG and Feb 24th with TCD saw Dr. 

Rebecca Metzner, Chief – Policy officer, Economics & Institutions Branch of the FAO share 

recent UN marine policy and guidance on traditional fisheries right of tenure and harvesting 

from the sea. Delegates at the well-attended events broadly endorsed the ten action points 

with some additions and amendments. 

For this May 5th seaweed conference, in Trinity College Dublin, the now 14 action points were 

circulated or given to delegates on arrival.  Subsets of these were discussed in work groups, 

which lead to some rewording for clarification and extra content. Participants were then asked 

to show their preference for all action points enlarged as wall posters by allocating red dots to 

those they felt were most urgent and blue dots to anything they did not agree with or felt  

would be a waste of time.   

On completion of that task, the ranked list was read out. 
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7. Provide sustainable seaweed harvest training (and support participation possibly 

through the EMFF). Include seaweed ecosystem information, least impact harvesting 

methods, stock/biota monitoring and preparation of local seaweed protection and 

management plans. We suggest this as optional for traditional harvesters with 

ownership/ rights, but mandatory for new entrants and organically certified operators.  

Certificates and harvest passports would help manage effort and aid resource 

protection and supply for traditional harvesters.  

8. Provide traditional harvest right registration information and support, so that the Land 

and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 Sect. 38 as amended by the Civil Law Act 

2011  can be used by traditional harvesters. Information on registering of seaweed 

rights which arise from common law or by prescription under the Act should be 

available as Practice Direction on the website of the Property Registration Authority.  

9. Initiate public consultation on creation of MPAs, including X-border designation. Set 

seaweed habitat as a MPA selection criterion and ensure enough habitat is included 

in the MPA network to adequately protect inshore biodiversity, food webs and fisheries 

resources. 

10. Compile a seaweed data bank including research undertaken, education and 

training materials and a public register of government departments and agency 

officials and researchers working on seaweeds.   

11. Prepare (i) a seaweed habitat protection plan (ideally all Ireland) with strong public 

awareness campaign and a dovetailed  (ii)  seaweed harvest management strategy, 

which protects long term ecological sustainability using the new FAO Fisheries 

Guidance and sets binding wild seaweed harvesting standards for all commercial 

harvesting. The standards should be modelled on the organic Regulation (EC) No 

889/2008, to ensure harvesting does not „affect the long term sustainability of the 

natural habitat or the maintenance of the species in the collection area.”  This would 

also align Ireland with the EC Bioeconomy strategy 2012. Sustainability must be defined 

as ecological sustainability because of many seaweed species‟ role as marine habitat 

for other important species and species of formal conservation concern. 

12. Update legislation to enable government (RoI) to create the coherent network of 

marine protected areas (MPAs) as urgently required under the MSFD. 

 

The conference supports two further points, which some felt should be 

spear headed by non-governmental bodies:  
 

 The formation of a seaweed/wild sea foods representative body (akin to RIFFs) 

to ensure wild seaweed harvesters and their knowledge are reachable and 

represented in marine fora, such as FLAGs.  

 The development of a seaweed marketing strategy for sales and tourism, 

where the role of „organic‟ wild seaweed crops (lower volume, higher value), 

and „traditional method, hand harvested under sustainable management’ are 

centre stage. Care should be taken to clearly define “sustainable” as 

“protecting ecosystem function”.  Set adequate quality assurance in place 

and include events for visitors to get to know our seaweed riches, their 

ecosystem services and the reasons for limited sustainable harvest. This can 

then be incorporated into information along The „Wild Atlantic Way‟ and 

elsewhere.  
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Introduction and Presentations by speakers (provided as 

links in online version)  
 

 
 Introduction 

Karin Dubsky, BA, MSc Coastwatch Coordinator 
 

 
 Seaweed Values and Protection/Management International Experience 

Dr. Robin Hadlock Seeley, Senior Researcher, Shoals ML, Cornell University 

Power Point presentation with links to video clip available here 

  

 An Overview of relevant legislation and policy in Ireland 

Marinella  Pelle‟, Coastwatch and John Wild Crosbie, BL 

 

 Seaweed in EU Policy and Legislation with focus on the Organic Seaweed 

Regulation 

Richard Bates, European Commission, DG Mare 

 

 Rocky Shore Seaweed Monitoring 

Dr. Robert Wilkes, Ecological Monitoring and Assessing Unit, EPA 

 

 Seaweed Harvest Tradition around Ireland, current situation and needs 

Seagh Mac Siurdain, historian and community organizer 

 

 Small-scale harvest operation sustainable for the ecosystem and 

community 

Evan Talty, Wild Irish Sea Veg 

 

 Seaweed and wellbeing. Why it’s worth getting it right 

Dr. Prannie Rhatigan, doctor and author 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Introduction-Karin-Dubsky.pdf
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Dr-Robin-Hadlock-Seeley.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nczp2b4tx0yl0n7/Seeley%20May%202016%20seaweed%20keynote%20Ireland%20Trinity%20PDF%20with%20links?dl=0
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/An%20overview%20of%20relevant%20legislation%20and%20policy%20in%20Ireland.pdf
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Organic-Seaweed-Coastwatch.pdf
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/RW_seaweeds.pdf
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Seagh-Mac-Siurdain.pdf
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Wild%20Irish%20Seaweed%20Info.pdf
http://coastwatch.org/europe/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/ISK%20Dublin%20May%202016%20powerpoint.pdf
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Appendix 1- Participants List 
 

SPEAKERS and CHAIRS: 

 
1. Dr. Micheál Ó Cinnéide, EPA Director  

2. Dr. Robin Hadlock Seeley, Cornell University and Shoal Marine Lab 

3. Sean O Chonghaola, Seaweed Harvesters Connemara 

4. Prof. Ronan Long, Jean Monnet Chair, European Law NUIG 

5. John Wild Crosbie, BL 

6. Marinella Pellé, Coastwatch 

7. Richard Bates, European Commission, DG MARE 

8. Dr. Robert Wilkes, EPA 

9. Julie Staines, Rathlin Islands Walks and Talks 

10.  Seagh Mac Siurdain, Historian 

11. Dr. Prannie Rhatigan, Medical Doctor and Author 

12. Mairead Ní Oistín, Udaras na Gealtachta, Enterprise and Employment Section 

13. Karin Dubsky, Coastwatch Coordinator 

14. Prof. Brian Broderick, Head of Dept of Civil, Structural and  

Environmental Engineering, TCD 

15. Sinead O‟Brien, SWAN coordinator 

16. Evan Talty, Wild Irish Sea Veg 

 

DELEGATES: 

 
1. Matt Wright, Causeway Coasteering 

2. Roslyn Nicholson, Coastwatch Dun Laoghaire Coordinator 

3. Darach O‟Murchu, Elements Outdoor Training 

4. Michael Walsh, Coastwatch Fingal Coordinator 

5. Rory Keatinge, Coastwatch Dublin City South Coordinator 

6. Jim Hurley, ecologist 

7. Richard Houlian, Waterford chef 

8. Paolo Stincone, Coastwatch 

9. Anna Power, Galway 

10. Sydney Weinberg, SWAN 

11. Miriam Whittle, SWAN 

12. Berna Grist, School of Architecture, Planning and Environmental Policy, UCD 
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13. Mark Dombrowsky, Coastwatch 

14. Aisiling Rogerson, The Fumbally Cafe 

15. Gillian Westbrook, OFGA 

16. Ann Ruddy, Redrose Development Ltd. 

17. Jenny Suddaby, Redrose Development Ltd. 

18. Paddy Houlihan, Waterford Coastwatch 

19. John Fitzgerald, Atlantic Irish Seaweed 

20. Jim Keogh, Arramara 

21. Sinead Donohue, Department of Public Health 

22. Gillian Mills, Journalist (fieldtrip only) 

23. Cllr. Mary Fayne, Dun Laoghaire County Council 

24. Mairtin O Cadhain, Údarás Na Gaeltachta  

25. Rita Colavincenzo, Memorial University of Newfoundland 

26. Paul O‟Connor, This is Seaweed 

27. Philip Donovan, Foreshore Section, Department of Environment, Community and 

Local Government (then) 

28. Catherine Ní Chadhain 

29. Margaret Duff Garvey, TCD 

30. Dr. Trish Murphy, Coastwatch Coordinator  Donegal  

31. Catherine Connolly, TD Galway 

32. Diane Chair, IEN 

33. Patrick Jackson, Coastwatch 

34. Mathew Knock 

35. John Waters, Sligo 

36. Michael Ewing, Environmental Pillar 
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Appendix 2 - Programme 

 
8:45 am  Registration 

9:15 am Welcome, Professor Brian Broderick, Head of Dept of Civil, Structural and 

Environmental Engineering, Trinity College Dublin 

   Introduction, Karin Dubsky Coastwatch Coordinator 

9:30 am  Session I – Seaweed Values, Threats and Management 
   Chair: Dr. Micheál Ó Cinnéide, Director EPA  

Keynote Address: Seaweed Values and Protection/Management International 

Experience. Dr Robin Hadlock Seeley, Senior Researcher, Shoals Marine Lab and 

Cornell University. 

             Questions and Answers 

10:30 am Panel Discussion: Seaweed protection and harvest –concerns and challenges:   

3 minute statements presenting views, followed by discussion  
Udaras view: Mairéad Ní Oistín, Údáras na Gealtachta, Enterprise and Employment Section; 

Rathin Islands Walks and Talks: JulieStaines 

Traditional seaweed harvester: Sean O Chonghaola Seaweed Harvesters; Connemara 

From an environmental group point of view Coastwatch (see briefing paper 1) 

 

11:00 am  Coffee Break 

 

11:15 am  Session II – Law for seaweed ecosystems, consumers, traditional harvesters 

Chair: Prof Ronan Long Jean Monnet Chair European Law NUIG  
An overview of relevant legislation and policy in Ireland – John Wilde Crosbie BL 

and Marinella Pellé Coastwatch 

11:30 am  Seaweed in EU Policy and Legislation with focus on the Organic Seaweed Regulation  

   Richard Bates – European Commission, DG Mare  

12:00 am Discussion tables focussing on specific action points with facilitator introduction 

           Group 1: Implementing Nature, Organic and Water law - Dr Robert Wilkes, EPA; 

Group 2:  Information, participation, training & citizen science Karin Dubsky 

Coastwatch/TC; 

Group 3: Taking Social and traditional rights into account/registering. John Wilde 

Crosbie BL.  

 
1:00 pm   Lunch Break  

1:45 pm  Feedback from Workgroups  

 

2.00 pm          Session III – Resource harvesting, monitoring and control – from 

historic to today 

  Chair: Sinead O Brien  Coordinator of SWAN 
 Seaweed harvest traditions around Ireland, current situation and needs 

 Seagh Mac Siurdain, historian and community organiser   

 Small-scale harvest operation sustainable for the ecosystem and community  

Even Talty, Wild Irish Sea Veg  

2:30 pm Seaweed and wellbeing. Why it‟s worth getting it right:  

 Dr. Prannie Rhatigan, doctor and author  

                                Discussion  

3.15 pm                 Conclusions and close  

3.30 pm                 Bus Travel to Scotsman‟s Bay Dublin Bay coast for low tide fieldtrip 

 

FIELDTRIP AND TRAINING in Dublin UNESCO BIOSPHERE seaweed riches start 3.45 pm Joyce’s (Martello) 
Tower Sandycove for a grand view. Group 1:  Demo and training:  seaweed monitoring under EC WFD and Marine 
law – Dr Robert Wilke RoI; Group II: Seaweed ecosystem of Scotsman’s Bay and the food and medicinal values for 
beginners Dr Prannie Rhatigan and Coastwatch Ecologists exploring of the rocky urban high biodiversity shore.  
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Appendix 3 - Action 

 
 
We all know that follow up action is needed to move from knowledge to 

change on the ground. It can and should come in many guises depending on 

opportunity of one‟s position, expertise, a moment in time.... It often takes 

effort and guts and diplomacy to get it right.  To 

encourage us all we hope to start an action log which 

you might like to contribute to. Here a start. 

 The day after our conference we know of three things 

which happened:  

 Sean O Chonghaola gave an interview on Raidió na 

Gaeltachta with conference highlights and action 

points so disseminating information.  

 Our keynote speaker Dr. Robin Hadlock Seeley ventured 

to the sheltered Boyne estuary to measure seaweeds 

and discuss possible citizen science projects which we 

Coastwatchers will  work on.  

 

 Paddy Houlihan, Coastwatch volunteer from county 

Waterford met an opportunity on a local shore and sent 

us this report: 

Friday 6th May 2016  

I saw lots of children collecting seaweed and putting it into sacks as I 

came onto the shore at Kilfarresy. There were adults with the children and I 

went over, identified myself as Coastwatcher and asked what they were 

doing.  One told me that it was a school beach clean-up. There was little 

or no rubbish, so they were taking the seaweed too. I then asked them 

what was going to be happening to the seaweed which they were 

removing and a teacher replied that the seaweed was going to be 

dumped.  

At this stage they were almost finished and ready to take away about 

thirty full sacks. I told the teacher that they should not be 

removing seaweed from the beach. Instead he should 

educate the children that seaweed was important for 

nature. The high tides would wash the seaweed and 

nutrients out to sea and Nature needs to looks after itself. I 

told him about the conference in Dublin and what I had 

just learnt. Then he thought about it and said that he knew 

now that they got it wrong but now it was in sacks.  

We need to get that information out to all county councils 

and coastal communities before the seaweed gets into 

sacks.   
Sacks of seaweed mixed with some beach litter beside the bin ready to be brought to the dump  

 


